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PRESS RELEASE
“Navarino Challenge” press event on cinema screen!  
Ambassadors and activities were presented!
“Navarino Challenge” awarded the Grand Ermis & Ermis Gold at the Event Production at Ermis Awards 2015!
31 March 2016, Athens – This year “Navarino Challenge 2016” onsets in the most brilliant way, greatly boosting the event to offer its leading sports tourism activities!

On the occasion of its recent distinction at Ermis Awards 2015, “Navarino Challenge” press event was held on Tuesday, March 29, 2016, at the Gold Class halls of Village Cinemas at The Mall Athens.
The event's program included two parallel screenings of last year’s event video – documentary, deriving from the previous year (as it was shown in more than 1.6 million households in Greece and abroad), to reporters and senior executives, as well as greetings by the event’s ambassadors and representatives.

For the first time, the event presented the recently awards won. In its first participation at Ermis Awards, “Navarino Challenge” won the highest distinction in the annual event that was held in honor of the best advertising and communication companies in Greece, by winning the Grand Ermis award for the entire Event Production category and the Gold Award in the category of the sports events!
The Greek journalists Christina Vrachali and Dora Tsampazi presented the event, while after the two screenings, greetings were held from Marina Papatsoni, Marketing and Business Development Director of TEMES SA; Akis Tsolis, CEO of Active Media Group; Vassilis Vrettakos, President of Pylos Association of Enterprises for Tourism Development, the twice Silver Olympic medalist in Tae Kwon Do; Alexandros Nikolaidis, the Olympic and World Champion in 400m. hurdles, Periklis Iakovakis and pilates instructor, Mandy Persaki.

At the same time, this year's activities and the respective ambassadors were presented. In the activity of running, the Greek-American ultramarathon runner Dean Karnazes will be back for a consecutive year in Greece, while for the first time, the multiple marathon winner Nikos Polias will be the technical director of all running routes. In swimming, the federal swimming coach Nikos Gemelos, has undertaken the technical management of the activity, while with the assistance of the Swim Academy, managed by Nikos Gemelos and the Olympic and World Champion in open water swimming Spyros Gianniotis, the activities of baby swimming & aqua aerobic will be presented for the first time. Moreover, the World Champion in the open water swimming, Kelly Araouzou will swim for one more year in “Navarino Challenge”. 
Tae Kwon Do lessons will be held by the twice Silver Olympic medalist Alexandros Nikolaidis, while for the first time the Olympic and World Champion in 400m. hurdles Periklis Iakovakis will support the event, through teaching and training the participating children. Gold Paralympic athlete Grigoris Polychronidis will teach the secrets of boccia (from the city of Rio, as he will be participating at the Paralympic Games) and pilates lessons will be held for another year by the instructor Mandy Persaki. Alexandros Nikolaidis, the kick boxing champion, will provide kick boxing lessons, while the cycling activity will be held with the support of Navarino Outdoors and indoor climbing will be supervised by certified climbing instructor George Malamas. The program will also include other activities such as basketball, SUP, golf which will be held with the support of Navarino Golf Academy; scuba diving will be supported by the Aqua Divers Club and Scuba Hellas, while for the first time a live cooking event will be presented with the assistance of the food blogger Gogo Papadionysiou also known as Mamatsita!

A greeting from Akis Tsolis, CEO of Active Media Group stated, among others things that: “Our distinction in this unique annual event of Ermis Awards that highlights our country’s creativity, is the reward of our hard work and discipline to undertake this significant event. We are equally excited and committed to continue even more dynamically and set up even higher the level of our event, which will also be a result of our sponsors’ and supporters’ confidence shown for all these years”. 
Vassilis Vrettakos, the President of Pylos Association of Enterprises for Tourism Development said: “Tourism has its own rising course and vacations that actually offer the experience of new places, which is equally linked to the history of each place and the communication with different cultures and people, provide an exciting gateway. For everyone who decides to travel and any professional who loves what he does, Pylos and Messinia as a destination, is a one-in-a- lifetime experience. Its history, natural beauty, our friendly people and qualitative choices, are all inextricably linked with our philosophy, strongly creating to our visitors, the need to revisit us, while continuing on our end to hold on our promise: “With the guiding principle of mutual trust and goodwill, holidays become unforgettable”. 
The twice Silver Olympic medalist in Tae Kwon Do Alexandros Nikolaidis also highlighted: “I am proud to participate in “Navarino Challenge” for the fourth year. Since its initiation, I have observed an event that has grown to become a great event, having attracted more people by the year that wish to learn about sports, the proper diet and good life”. 
Olympic and World Champion in 400m. hurdles Periklis Iakovakis said: “We are looking forward to seeing you all at the unique sport tourism event “Navarino Challenge” for a weekend full of sports activities for the whole family. I'll be there too, to teach the children the various disciplines of track, and to take part in as many activities as I can, following the example of Alexandros Nikolaidis”.
Finally, pilates instructor Mandy Persaki added: “I wish for 2016, the family of “Navarino Challenge” to grow and for all of us together to try to learn a better way of living through participating in an ultimate fun weekend next to some great people!”.

“Navarino Challenge” returns for a 4th consecutive year in Messinia and Costa Navarino on 9-11 September 2016!

Registrations for “Navarino Challenge” are open! Please enter through the following link: http://activemedia.com.gr/product/navarino-challenge/
The Westin Resort Costa Navarino will be offering special accommodation packages for those participating in “Navarino Challenge” until 30 June 2016.  Prices start from 189 euro for a double room, breakfast inclusive. For further information please contact the event’s official travel agent Vita N Travel. Telephone: +30 210 3249070 or visit: http://navarinochallenge.com/event_accommodation_in_2016_en.html
The event will be held for one more year, under the Auspices of the Department of Nutrition and-Dietetics of Harokopio University of Athens with the support of Costa Navarino and The Westin Resort Costa Navarino, as well as the Municipalities of Pylos-Nestor and Trifilia.
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Under the Auspices of the Department of Nutrition and-Dietetics of Harokopio University of Athens
‘Supported by the Municipalities of Pylos-Nestor, Trifilia




Website: www.navarinochallenge.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/Navarinochallenge
Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/1575864132703599/
Twitter Account: https://twitter.com/NavarinoC
YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/user/NavarinoChallenge
Google + Account: https://plus.google.com/115165548850159469774/posts
Instagram Page: http://instagram.com/navarinochallenge
Hashtags: #navarinochallenge #costanavarino #eatwell #runwell #livewell
Costa Navarino:

Costa Navarino is the prime, sustainable destination in the Mediterranean, located in the Greek region of Messinia in the southwest Peloponnese. One of the most unspoiled and breathtaking seaside Mediterranean landscapes, this area has been shaped by 4,500 years of history. Its philosophy is driven by a genuine desire to promote Messinia, while protecting and preserving its natural beauty and heritage. It will comprise a number of distinct sites featuring 5-star deluxe hotels, luxury residences, conference facilities, spa and thalassotherapy centres, signature golf courses, as well as a wide range of unique year-round activities for adults and children. Navarino Dunes, the first area, is home to two luxury 5-star hotels, The Romanos, a Luxury Collection Resort and The Westin Resort Costa Navarino; The Dunes Course – the first signature golf course in Greece- Anazoe Spa, a 4,000sq.m. spa & thalassotherapy centre; the state-of-the-art conference centre House of Events; specially designed facilities for children; as well as a variety of gastronomy venues, sports, outdoor and cultural activities. Navarino Bay, the second area is home to the signature golf course, The Bay Course.
High resolution photos can be accessed through the following link, by using the password nestor.
About The Westin Resort Costa Navarino: 

The Westin Resort Costa Navarino is one of the two luxury 5-star properties of Starwood Hotels and Resorts operating at Navarino Dunes, the first resort area in Costa Navarino, the prime destination in the Mediterranean.  Overlooking the Ionian Sea coastline of the Dunes Beach, at The Westin Resort Costa Navarino 445 rooms and suites, inspired by old Messinian mansions, spring from nature and create an ambiance of genuine hospitality.  Voted as the “Best Family Destination” in the Mediterranean amongst Europe’s Starwood Hotels & Resorts, The Westin Resort Costa Navarino is the ideal destination for family getaways as it proposes a plethora of children activities such as a wonderful aqua park with water slides, playground and recreational center as well as two specially designed hubs for children, Cocoon and SandCastle.  At Navarino Dunes there is also The Romanos, a Luxury Collection Resort,  the 18-hole  signature golf course The Dunes Course the 4,000 sq.m Anazoe Spa, a state-of-the-art conference center, as well as a variety of culinary venues, sports, outdoor and cultural activities. Navarino Bay, the second area in Costa Navarino, features the second 18-hole signature golf course, The Bay Course. For more information on The Westin Resort Costa Navarino, please visit www.westincostanavarino.com, or follow us on Twitter.
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